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Minutes of VHFCC Meeting 7th December 2024 

 

Attendees :  

Andy Cook, G4PIQ (Chair),  

Pete Lindsay G4CLA,  

Richard Baker, GD8EXI,  

John Quarmby, G3XDY,  

Richard Staples, G4HGI,  

Mike Goodey, G0GJV, 

Martin Hall, GM8IEM, 

Apologies: 

Ian Pawson G0FCT,  

Peter Bowyer, G4MJS (Board Liaison) 

1. Review of Actions 

Meeting was called with the sole agenda of reviewing feedback from the VHF Contest 

survey and agreeing the changes to the 2025 rules, so an action review was not undertaken. 

G4PIQ’s discussion with G4SWX over band-planning. Ongoing. 

G4PIQ’s action to discuss how to get contesting into Brickworks is on-going. G4MJS offered 

to help facilitate this. Ongoing 

G4MJS to convene a working group to move this on. To include at least G4MJS, G3VYI, 

G8TIC, G0FCT, G6XSY and a representative from HFCC. Ongoing 

2. Review of Survey Results and Decisions on Rule Changes 

Full survey results are included at Appendix A. We will implement the following changes (the 

first eight points from the survey, the others from wider discussions) and will review the 

impact in a year to see if they are working and take any necessary action.  

1. Fixed Station Contest to Run in Parallel with VHF NFD  

The survey had a clear preference to instigate such a contest. There were some 

concern in the comments about whether this would adversely impact numbers 

portable entries but also significant support to try something different. We agreed that 

adding a bonus (perhaps 500 points – some modelling to be done to confirm) for 

working UK portable stations who enter either VHF NFD or the Backpackers events 

would help ensure that entrants to the fixed contest are incentivised to work UK 

portables. We will use Open, Restricted and Low Power sections. The already 
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agreed removal of General Rule 2j will allow operators to spend some time at their 

club VHF NFD entry and some time from home if they wish.  

2. Run 70cm for 8 hours and 23cm for 8 hours in VHF NFD 

The headline numbers in the survey support this change strongly, but there were also 

a significant number of negative comments. Analysis of who made these comments 

(where that information was provided) showed a high concentration from groups in 

the Open section. Therefore we will NOT change the arrangements in the Open 

section (so 70cm and 23cm will still be available as a 24 hour section option in the 

Open section), but Restricted, Low Power and Multi-Single with run 70cm from 1400 

– 2200 on Saturday and 23cm for 0600-1400 on Sunday.  

We considered whether this would further disadvantage stations away from the 

European activity in the Open section, but felt that 8 hours on each band gave more 

than sufficient time to work all available UK portables.  

3. Multi-Single Section 

The voting did not support the removal of the Multi-Single section and we also 

recognise that it is the section with the lowest barrier to entry. We will attempt to 

promote this section prior to VHF NFD this year. The availability of a trophy will be 

examined through the Trophy working party. However – if entries do not rise in the 

section, the MS section’s future does remain under review. 

4. Bonuses for Backpackers 

There was clear support to move to bonuses for the Backpackers. We agreed to 

retain the existing split of squares and postcodes across the different events. M3 

(postcode, DXCC, locator multiplier) will be mapped to B6 (200 point bonus for each 

new postcode, DXCC, locator) and M4 (locators and DXCC multiplier) will be 

mapped to B4 (500 point bonus for each new locator). 

5. Normalisation in Backpackers Championship 

This was clearly supported and we will implement. 

6. 4 from 5 Backpackers Events to Count to Backpackers Championship 

Although the raw numbers in the survey support this change there were lots of votes 

from those who don’t enter the event. Looking at feedback from those who could be 

identified as entrants from last year showed a clear preference to remain at 3 from 5 

to count. The points were also made that many entrants do VHF NFD with their clubs 

rather than enter the Backpackers and so this change would effectively force them to 

do every Backpackers event. Backpackers can also be subject to severe weather 

issues and occur during the summer holiday season, so for these reasons we have 

agreed to stay at 3 from 5 events to count.  

7. Future of May 2m Contest 

There was very clear support of the suggestion to move the May 2m contest to the 1st 

weekend in May. We will keep the use of postcodes to ensure that there is strong 

drive for entrants to look into the UK, but also ensure that the rules do not make it 

mandatory to send the postcode to overseas stations to avoid confusion. The few 

who need it will ask. We will take the opportunity to move from multipliers to B6 
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bonuses (200 point bonus for each new postcode, square and DXCC worked) to 

avoid the runaway score issue.  

We discussed the need to identify a suitable microwave talkback frequency for the 

parallel microwave contest (probably in the all mode section of the band above 

144.500 MHz) recognising that the traditional 144.175 MHz is no longer a good 

choice with FT8 on 144.174 MHz. Action : G3XDY to liaise with microwave 

community and consider this. 

We also discussed the issue of IF breakthrough to those using 2m IFs for 10 GHz 

transverters co-sited with 2m stations but felt that this was soluble as it has been for 

many years for example with the use of 145 MHz as an IF and sufficient screening.  

This will be a 6 hour event 0800-1400 on the Sunday with SF, SO and O sections 

with power categories shown separately in the results as was done for last May’s 

event.  

As a co-ordinated contest, the use of SCCs will continue to be allowed. 

We will consider the options to allow automated submission into the IARU sub-

regional contest and will consider this in the broader context of all the sub-regional 

events. Action : G4PIQ to discuss with G0FCT whether IARU are happy to 

support our unique arrangements for all sub-regional contests/  

8. Wider Use of SCCs in RSGB VHF Contests 

This was rejected – and slightly more forcefully than last time, so we will not make 

any changes.  

9. FMACs 

The experiment of moving from power level sections to licence classes has not been 

effective. We propose to revert to the original format for 2025 of a 50W and a 10W 

section. We considered the suggestion of running the FMACs within the UKACs, but 

considered that any advantages were outweighed by the risk of reducing the pool of 

available stations to work since most of the UKAC stations would likely stay on SSB. 

Also – the earlier start of the FMACs works for some.  

10. Low Power 

Genuine multi-operator entries to the shortened Low Power events have dwindled to 

just 1 this year. We will combine the Open and Single Op Portable sections. 

11. Out by One Serials 

It is easy for operators to mis-read the correct serial to send by 1 in their loggers in 

some circumstances and we regularly see this sending error in VHF logs. At HF we 

already allow out-by-one serials and we agreed to allow this also in VHF logs to bring 

the two adjudication practices into line. 

12. BST Times 

We often see logs where operators logs the times accidently in BST rather than 

GMT. We agreed just to correct these and not apply a penalty. 
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13. VHF NFD Band Choices 

We need to correct out VHF NFD rules to remove the need to make band choices at 

registration (because registration is now optional) 

14. Data Modes 

We will remove ISCAT form the allowed modes list since it is largely unused. 

15. Allowing Operators to make more than one entry per contest 

We will remove General rule 2j allowing entrants to take part in more than one entry 

for a contest (using different calls) if they wish to not cap activity. 
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Appendix A – Full Survey Results of VHFCC Consultation for 2025 Rules 
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